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Custom Countertops & Backsplashes

By default, most base cabinets in the Master Catalog contain a standard countertop and
backsplash. If you want to do something a little different, you can create a countertop that is a
custom shape or size, or a backsplash that is taller than the 2” maximum.

Creating a Custom Countertop

When you insert a base cabinet in your model, a standard countertop is created with it. You
can use the Surface tool to create a countertop that is a custom size or shape.

To create a custom countertop:
1. Select Insert > Surfaces > Surfaces.

2. In the catalog, select one of the elements in the Floor Surfaces folder, and then
right-click and select Add Element.

3. In the Surfaces dialog specify the thickness of the countertop and edit the element’s
name so that it is identified correctly in your Project Estimate. You can also edit the
texture applied to the counter on the Appearance page, and specify quantity
information such as pricing on the Quantity page.

4. Click OK to save the new element.

Pick points in the drawing area to define the outline of the countertop, then right-click
and select Finish.

6. In the Define Surface dialog, enter the elevation of the countertop above the floor in
both the Lower Point and Upper Point edit box. (Entering the same value in both
edit boxes makes the countertop level. Otherwise, a sloped countertop would be
created.)

Click OK.

8. If you want to curve one of the edges, click on the edge of the countertop to select it,
then right-click and select Curve.

9. Click on the solid blue grip at the center of the edge that you want to curve.

10. Move your cursor in the direction that you want the curve to go. Once the desired
curve has been reached, click to finish.

Raised breakfast bar with curved front
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Creating a Custom Backsplash

By default, cabinet countertops automatically include a backsplash. The maximum height for
the backsplash is 2”. If you want a backsplash that is taller, or that is applied to a specific
portion of the wall, you can use the Member tool to create the desired effect.

To create a custom backsplash:
1. Select Insert > Members > Members by Picking Points.

2. In the catalog, select the Spruce 2 x 4 member in the Construction Grade Lumber
folder.

3. Pick points to insert the member along the backside of the cabinets, then right-click
and select Finish.

4. Select the inserted member and then right-click and select Properties.

In the Members dialog, specify a suitable name for the backsplash in the Name edit
box (e.g. Tiled Backsplash).

6. On the Basic page, enter the desired backsplash height in the dy1 edit box. Then,
enter the thickness of the backsplash material in the dx1 edit box.

7. Select the Appearance tab, then click in the Material pane to select a
material for your backsplash.

8. Select the Quantity tab and specify any quantity settings that you want to include in
your estimate, such as pricing. Click OK.

9. With the member still highlighted, right-click and select Elevate.

10. In the Elevate dialog, enter the height at which you want the top of the backsplash to
sit. Click OK.

Tiled, full-height backsplash
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Saving Your Custom Countertop or Backsplash to the Catalog

If you want to use your custom countertop or backsplash again, you can save it to the Master
Catalog. Note that only the properties of the element are saved (name, material, height,
thickness, pricing, etc.), not the actual shape of the element as it appears in your drawing.

To save your custom countertop or backsplash to the catalog:
1. Select File > Catalogs > Save Element to Catalog.
2. Select the element.

3. In the confirmation dialog, click Yes to add the element to the catalog. The element
will now be available for future projects.
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